
CAMDEN PARK, INC. (CPI)

BOARD MEETING

7:00 PM, THE GATHERING PLACE

APRIL 17, 2008

FINAL MINUTES

Present:  Members of the 2008 Board:  Sue Clark; Marcia Gest; Don Hall;  John Miescier;  Shirley 
Sennhauser;  William Jordache, HRW, Inc Management Company.   Resignations: Landscape Chairman 
Pat Donaldson effective 4/2/2008; Vice-President Tom Jones effective 4/11/2008; Secretary Ruth Keimig 
effective 4/15/2008

Residents:  Bert Bowe; Kathy Bowe; John Custer; Nancy Edwards Fowler; Dorothy Hall; Dick 
Harrington; Jeanne Harrington; Tom Jones; Karen Marshall; Barry Reece; Vickie Shea; Gary Zech and 
John Lawton, HRW, Inc Management Company  

Don Hall made comprehensive personal comments about the statuary issue before calling the meeting to 
order at 7:31 PM.  A summary of these will appear in the May Camden Park Newsletter.

LANDSCAPE CHAIRMAN REPLACEMENT MARCIA GEST

Sue Clark moved that Marcia Gest be appointed to take Pat Donaldson’s place as Landscape Chairman, 
Shirley Sennhauser second and it was unanimously passed.  Marcia had been serving on the Landscape 
Committee since January and was familiar with the current procedures.  Pat Donaldson’s outstanding work 
during the past three months was acknowledged and she has kindly volunteered to remain on the Landscape 
Committee.

PETITION FROM RESIDENTS

Don Hall acknowledged that the Board had received a petition from residents re: statuary.  He vocalized 
that the 2008 Board had attempted to rewrite rules that would follow the Covenants but since the Board 
cannot change Covenants, only the residents can, he offered two motions to settle the dispute over statuary;

MOTION TO SET ASIDE

I [Don Hall] move to set aside the March 13, 2008 Board motion regarding statuary and table Covenant 
compliance efforts for the following reasons:

1. The motion incorrectly included the April 27th, 2007 letter in addition to the August 21, 2007 
letter.

2. There are many pressing responsibilities the Board must be involved in, such as a major asphalt 
repair and coating work starting soon, other Covenant concerns unrelated to statuary, a rain barrel policy, 
landscaping work, etc.

3. Many residents have already moved pieces of art to their courtyards; we thank them for their 
efforts and encourage continued voluntary compliance.



Second by Shirley Sennhauser

Discussion: Shirley Sennhauser, Architectural Committee Chair., commented that she had received several 
calls in support of the March 13, 2008 motion from people who will be disappointed that the statuary 
covenant enforcement will be tabled.  

The motion unanimously passed.

MOTION TO ENCOURAGE SUBMISSION OF A CONSENSUS PROPOSAL

I [Don Hall] move that the Board encourage any group that would like to develop a consensus proposal to 
do so for submission to the Board in early October, with the request that the proposal:

1. Either complies with the current Covenant prohibiting approval of statuary, or effect Covenant 
change by resident vote.

2. Be as specific as possible regarding reasonable and fair written rules and regulations that all can 
support, and how they could be effectively and sensitively administered. 

3. Locate, if possible, examples in other homeowner associations where rules and regulations for 
outdoor art work well, so we can learn from them.

4. Incorporate the above points so that the proposal could be one of those put before all residents 
prior to, and at, the November Annual Meeting.

Second: Marcia Gest

Discussion: Shirley Sennhauser, Architectural Chair., commented that if no proposal is brought to the 
Board by October, 2008, that the Board would proceed with the plan to inventory all visible statuary for
follow up action. Further, this raises the question that if it does not happen by October would it mean it
could never happen.  Don Hall commented that any group could go forward, working with the same 
objectives, at any future time according to the Bylaws and Covenants.  The Bylaws allow a proposal to be 
discussed at an Annual Meeting.  Our Covenants can be changed via a petition signed by CPI members 
representing 75% of Camden homes.

The motion was unanimously passed.

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Don Hall stated that the final draft of the 3/13/2008 minutes had been sent to the Board members earlier 
and asked if there were any additions or deletions to be made.  

Shirley Sennhauser moved we approve the minutes and Sue Clark seconded and the motion was 
unanimously passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Management Report, HRW William Jordache/John Lawton

The Board reviewed actions underway, noting that 13 E. Camden and 19 E. Camden had responded 
favorably.  Follow up concerning planting at 2 Caswell will take place.



Treasurer,   John Miescier  

Fitch Creations and HRW reported new residents in two homes between March 14 and April 17, 2008; 
Philip M. & Ellen H. Balvocius at 3 McDowell and William & Lisa Stewart at 35 W Madison.

The Board has received copies of the preliminary Financial Reports as of 3-31-2008 from HRW. Copies of 
the final March Financial Report will be posted in the mail kiosk as soon as the Board has received and 
reviewed.

HRW reported that the Federal and State Tax Returns were completed by Joseph Roney, CPA and filed 
March 15, 2008.  John has received copies and placed them in the CPI Treasurer File.

Streets, Utilities & Facilities Committee  ,         John Miescier, Interim Chairman

John submitted a report of the April 14, 2008 meeting of this committee, which included:

1. Pavement Repair:  The contract with Asphalt Enterprises of Raleigh, NC is in place and repair 
work will begin April 21 and end April 30, 2008.  Sealant work will begin May 9 and end May 20, 2008. 
All dates subject to weather.  A detailed notice and map of days and locations have been placed in the mail 
kiosk.

2. Sidewalk Repair: This has been completed.  Some of the holes drilled were overlooked when 
filling was done and that is in the process of being completed.

3. Fire Ant Control:  A mild winter adds to this task of eradicating fire ants and Sawyer 
Exterminating is working hard on the problem in the common areas of West Camden.

4. Mail Kiosk Damage:  A large hole was knocked out of the wall and another part damaged on 
April 10, 2008, after 2 PM.  The committee arranged for repairs that will cost $100.  The Board approved 
this cost.

5. Steps on Steep Banks:  The committee recommended the Board delay final action until further 
work can be done on where they are needed and where they can be located – taking slope, utilities, 
plantings and existing walks into account.

Social Committee, Sue Clark

The Social Committee work was postponed until after this April Board meeting.  An invitation and request  
for volunteers will appear in the May Camden Newsletter.  The Social committee will met shortly and 
make final preparations for the Spring Brunch.  New to the menu will be hot coffee, hot water and fruit  
salad.  Also new, no one needs to bring additional foods.  We will serve homemade strattas, homemade 
breads, mimosas, OJ and hot drinks.

On April 22, 2008 the Board unanimously voted by email to approve volunteers, Nancy Skurnick of West 
Camden and Sandy Gapin of East Camden to be on the Social Committee.

Landscape Committee  ,   Marcia Gest



Marcia Gest complimented the great organizational skill of Pat Donaldson and looks forward to serving as 
Chairman.  

The Board unanimously approved Pat Donaldson as a member of the Landscape Committee.

Yard waste was inadvertently not picked up on April 16, 2008, however all was picked up on the 17th.  Tim 
Greene, of Valley Crest, was complimented on his courteous responses.

Chatham County water restriction information is available on the FHA web site’s home page, with the 
understanding that Fearrington is currently allowed to irrigate on Tuesdays and Saturdays.  Those with 
irrigation systems will be encouraged to water early Saturday as lawn mowing is often done on Tuesday.

Comments were made about sporadic weed killer being sprayed in the past few days, leading to interest in 
looking into organic weed prevention and fertilizing.  John Lawton of HRW will research this further.

Architecture Committee, Shirley Sennhauser

Two requests  for architectural  changes were recommended for approval by the committee.   A third is 
explained below.

1.  5 McDowell – a metal trellis 

2.   29 Caldwell – a courtyard pergola, similar to 29 Caswell

3. 26 Caldwell – Shirley handled this landscape request as it pertained to Pat Donaldson’s yard, who 
felt she should not be involved in the decision.  It was approved unanimously and returned to Marcia Gest.

Shirley Sennhauser moved to approve the first and second request, Sue Clark seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. 

Shirley announced that Kathy Bowe had volunteered to serve on her committee.  The Board unanimously 
approved Kathy  Bowe as a member of the Architecture Committee

Also noted was that some minor editorial improvements will be made to the Architectural Form with no 
substantive or content changes.  

OLD BUSINESS:

Camden South: Don Hall indicated that significant road and landscaping issues mentioned at last month’s 
Board meeting will be discussed with Fitch Creation’s and movement toward inclusion in Camden Park is 
not expected to  happen in 2008. 

Rain Barrel Guidelines:

John Miescier reported that beginning in 2007 there has been an interest in the use of rain barrels by some 
residents.  For about two months Board members reviewed several writings, including two drafts, of a Rain 
Barrel Guidelines document and an Application Form for barrels outside of courtyard was reviewed and 
approved unanimously by all Board members by email earlier today.  This will be submitted to the 
Architectural Committee and will appear in the next newsletter.



After several minutes of discussion over safe installation and health factors, John Lawton of HRW pointed 
out that these could only be suggested guidelines and that the resident had full responsibility concerning 
installation and safety concerns.  (As a result of John’s comments, relatively minor changes to the rain 
barrel documents will be reviewed and approved by Board members via email). 

As rain barrels are connected to downspouts on homes, their use will fall under the review of the 
Architectural Committee.  Evaluation of requests will be limited to the appropriateness of the location and 
the aesthetics/color/appropriateness of the equipment and chosen footing or base.   

NEW BUSINESS

Model Homes:  The last two model homes will become occupied by their owners in a few months and we 
will look into the receipt of these properties which have been under the care of Fitch Creations.

Board Meeting Time  The Board discussed going back to day time meetings and decided that the 
following times would be posted:

May 8, 2008 (Second Thursday) at 9:30 AM in Gathering Place small room

June 19, 2008 (Third Thursday) at 9:30 AM in Gathering Place small room

July – NO MEETING

August 21, 2008 at 9:30 AM in Gathering Place small room

September 18, 2008 at 9:30 AM in Gathering Place small room

New Appointments to the Board:  Nominating Chair, Sue Clark will have a meeting shortly concerning 
filling the vacancies left in the Secretarial and Vice President position.  It was pointed out that these are 
volunteer position if anyone should wish to contact her.  Board voting on a candidate can be conducted by 
email, and decisions will stand only if the vote is unanimous. 

Resident Comments:  

Barry Reece, as Area Captain, participated in several discussions regarding communications with residents 
and appropriate ways to handle certain issues. 

Bert Bowe complimented the Board members on the way they are preceding with the statuary issue.  Bert 
added that Camden continues to be a fine community with an excellent Board, and he believes we can and 
will move beyond disagreements like this - without regarding them as personal

Dick Harrington commented that he and his wife Jeanne had attended the meeting because of concern over 
the divisive nature of rumors circulating throughout Camden regarding the approach to covenant 
enforcement.  He felt the board's response was cooperative and the approach going forward positive and 
thanked them all for the time they had given to their respective jobs.

 Karen Marshall questioned watering on other days with a watering can or hose which we will check on 
(See FHA web site).

ADJOURNMENT  at 9:08 PM



Sue Clark, Acting Secretary


