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CAMDEN PARK 

Vol. 18, No. 2                 April 2014 

WELCOME NEW CAMDEN NEIGHBORS   

A warm welcome to our newest residents in Camden Park. 

Rika Samulski      6 Macon 

Alexander & Paulette Williams  19 Yancey 

Budge Lassiter    27 East Camden 

Chuck & Pat Rupkalvis    6  East Madison 
 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Dear Camden Park Neighbors, 

I am writing this on a day when ice glistens on the trees and bushes outside but I hope by the time 

you read it, spring will finally have arrived bringing warmer weather and sunnier days.  It has been a 

strange winter with seesaw temperatures, bright skies and stormy skies alike. But spring in North 

Carolina can be glorious and I hope it will be for us this year. 

Spring is also the perfect time for clean up and maintenance as Lane Cooke, our Architectural 

Review and Covenants Chair, reminds us later in this newsletter.   Valley Crest, our landscape contractor 

will also be doing spring clean up on our grounds.  Priscilla Shows, our Landscape Chair, and Mike 

Morrison, our ValleyCrest manager, offer their perspectives on seasonal landscape and grounds 

activities.  And Larry Owen, our Streets and Facilities Chair, discusses some of the maintenance done 

and planned to keep the community running well. 

Last month we set up and began to use a “blast” email system to all residents to keep you 

informed of important and urgent information for our community.   Please ensure that 

camdenparkboard@gmail.com is recognized as ‘not spam’ in your browser to ensure that you do not 

miss any important message. 

Together with this newsletter, you should also be receiving changes to the Camden Park Welcome 

Book.  Please make sure to substitute these new pages into your book to keep it up-to-date.  This would 

also be a good time to review the important information about Camden Park, Inc. that is found there, 

including the Covenants and the Architectural Review process. 

Finally, I want to thank Sharon Fox-White, our Social Committee Chair, and her committee 

members for planning our spring brunch on May 3.  These brunches are always a lot of fun and a chance 

to meet our neighbors, new and old alike.  I look forward to seeing you there! 

Best Wishes,  

 

Michael Hancock 

President, Camden Park, Inc. 
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EMAIL FROM YOUR CAMDEN PARK BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Using information from the FHA Directory, we have put together an email address list for 

residents of the Camdens.  We do not intend to bombard you with spam and we will not make the list 

available to others, but we do want the opportunity to communicate with you as quickly as possible in 

urgent circumstances, such as our first message about low water pressure.  You may communicate with 

us in return by addressing your messages to   

camdenparkboard@gmail.com . 
 

If you did not receive our emails about the low water pressure advisory from Chatham Utilities or 

the reminder about once-a-week garbage collection beginning in Camden Park, it means we do not have 

your current email address.  If not, then please send us an email to that effect and we will add your 

address to our list.  Otherwise, you risk not receiving important and perhaps urgent information about 

Camden Park.  

 

 

CAMDEN PARK ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE  
 

After a VERY wet winter, many of our houses, chimneys, fences and courtyard walls are covered 

with green and yellow mildew. If this is true for your home, please plan to have your home pressure 

washed. Now that the spring is finally here it is time to do that kind of maintenance to your property. 

Nothing brightens up the exterior of your home like painting the shutters a fresh, glossy dark 

color, or for those of us with stucco chimneys, a fresh paint job. Many of our exterior shutters, especially 

in East Camden, have really faded over the years from their original colors. We have done some research 

to identify the original shutter colors. There were two original shutter colors when our houses were built. 

They were Tricorn Black (SW6258) by Sherwin Williams and Black Emerald (SW2936) by Sherwin 

Williams. Black Emerald is a very dark, almost black color. These same two colors were used on front 

doors and storm doors.  The original stucco chimney color was “Vintage Lace” by Sherwin Williams. 

The Camden Park Architectural Covenants, which can be found in Appendix C of your white 

“Welcome Book” or on the Camden Park website, state that residents may re-paint or re-side their 

houses, their trim, shutters, fence, arbor or front/storm doors without the need to submit a Request for 

Architectural Approval  if they are using one of the original colors.  

The covenants also state that if residents wish to change the colors of any of the above exterior 

features they should submit a Request for Architectural Approval form to the Chair of the Camden Park 

Architectural Review Committee. The Board will use the original standard color palette as a guide in 

considering applications for any color or materials change.  Please either put the request form in the 

basket on Lane’s porch at 12 McDowell or email a scanned form to her email address listed below.  

The original trim color was “Super White” by Sherwin Williams. The original siding colors are 

available. If you need to know those please call or email Lane Cooke, Chair of the Architectural Review 

Committee.   

Have a great Spring! 

Lane Cooke 

Chair, Architectural Review Committee 

lgcooke@email.unc.edu 

(919)542-8198 

 

mailto:camdenparkboard@gmail.com
mailto:lgcooke@email.unc.edu


 3 

LANDSCAPE AND GROUNDS 
 

SPRING LANDSCAPE NEWS 
 

Hopefully by the time this is read in our Camden Park April newsletter the winter clean-up will be 

finished as well as the mulching.  Now we should be on to Spring Pruning.  Pruning will begin in South, 

then East and finally West Camden. 

 REMINDER:  If you have chosen to have pruning done by ValleyCrest, but do not want certain items 

pruned, tie a red ribbon to the shrub you do not want pruned.  If you need red ribbon, contact me as I have a 

whole roll in my garage! 

ValleyCrest will again spread our first round of pre-emergence and fertilizer on all lawns during 

the end of March and beginning of April.   ValleyCrest will also turf spray an application to remove 

weeds.  We have been in conversation with Mike Morrison, our ValleyCrest Account Manager regarding 

the size of mowers used in the Camdens.  He is aware of the problems the larger mowers create and he is 

designing a “path of motion” with specific mowers for each path.  He is planning to use walk behind and 

stand-on mowers.  Only if they are in the shop, will he use the ride-on mowers. 

The rejuvenation pruning has finished along Weathersfield.  And with the end of it, it has become 

clear that there is an increase in traffic and traffic noise along that road.  The Landscape Committee 

(Carol Kurtz, Ruth Whitsel, Libby Wilkie, David Macksam, and Priscilla Shows) have been asked to 

work with Mike Morrison to study the need for increased noise protection along Weathersfield. 

A reminder to all - if there is damage to sprinkler systems done by the mowers, please notify 

ValleyCrest or me through our community manager Keli Allen at kallen@hrw.net.    The ValleyCrest 

crews carry repair pieces and if you contact your sprinkler system company, then our landscapers cannot 

reimburse their bill.   

And one other reminder:  given all the rain and precipitation that we have had, we may have a 

great deal of green mold on our fences, etc. that we need to address in our spring cleanups! 

And hopefully spring is really here! 

 

Priscilla W. Shows 

Chair, Landscape & Grounds Committee 
 

 

STREETS, UTILITIES & FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
 

1.  The annual survey of all Camden Park sidewalks has been completed and is being refined for funding 

and contracting for repairs.  The tree roots continue to cause major damage.  

2.  The streets & rows annual survey will be completed shortly.  Any necessary repairs will then made. 

3.  The study of the storm drain system in West Camden has been completed and will be reviewed by the 

Committee and The Board of Directors to identify needed repairs and set priorities for the work.  

4.  Residents should read the new guidelines for use of the bulletin boards in the Camden Station mail 

kiosk.  They are posted on the FHA/Camden Park activities bulletin board. 

5.  A long-range plan for maintenance and repair of streets, rows, sidewalks, mail kiosk, and gazebos in 

the parks has been developed.  This will be a constantly changing document.  

6.  A detailed inventory and location map of streetlights in Camden Park has been provided by Duke 

Power.    

Larry Owen 

Chair, Streets, Utilities & Facilities Committee 

mailto:kallen@hrw.net
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FROM VALLEYCREST 

Dear Camden Residents, 
 

Spring is upon us and I have to say that for me it is a welcome sight after this harsh winter.  With 

spring comes a wonderful burst of color as grass begins to grow and we have our first burst of growth on 

our plant material.  Along with this burst of color comes an increased workload from a maintenance 

standpoint.  Here at ValleyCrest we look forward to this time of year as it gives us a chance to apply all of 

the training and hard work we have put into improving our employees and ourselves during the winter!   

This winter was exceptionally harsh on our outdoor environment.  I am sure some of you have 

seen plant material that has defoliated that normally does not, or you have had plant material that has 

not made it at all!  Some of the things we can do to help out our green friends this spring include making 

sure they have plenty of available moisture and the right amount of nutrients (food) to sustain their 

growth throughout the spring and summer.  Perennials will have suffered greatly due to the extremely 

low temps we have encountered this year.  Remember, before you run off and purchase that new 

perennial to replace the ones that were lost, that many perennials can be divided and replanted and if 

done correctly at the right time of year and they will do very well!  

I know that last year we did have several reoccurring complaints that centered mainly around our 

mowing routine.  We have taken these into account and have put a plan in motion.  We have developed a 

“Path of Motion Map” that leads our employees around the property and shows them what size mower to 

use based on the size of the turf area.  I believe this will be a wonderful tool to aid us in solving the issue 

of using a large mower in a small area.  No matter who is on a piece of equipment, they will know where 

its use is allowed.  We have also taken away the use of the larger ride-on mower and switched over to the 

use of the smaller stand-on mowers.  These mowers also use a recycling deck that grinds up organic 

matter and distributes it back into the soil, this allows us to capture those nutrients and keep them in the 

turf. 

I have had the chance to meet a lot of you through your response to rejuvenation pruning and soil 

sampling.  It has been a wonderful experience as the feedback on our maintenance bas been great to hear 

and helped us to put a foot in the right direction this spring.  I look forward to meeting more and more of 

the residents and please keep the comments coming.  

Irrigation Audits and water usage consultation are available upon request at an additional cost 

through ValleyCrest.  Plant health analysis and treatment is also available through ValleyCrest at an 

additional cost.  

Michael Morrison 

Account Manager 

MMorrison@valleyCrest.com 

919.363-1402 office 

919.201.4788 mobile 

 

 

Editors:  Barbara & Jim Terry   

mailto:MMorrison@valleyCrest.com
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Come celebrate SPRING with neighbors and enjoy 
stratas, breakfast breads, fruit salads, mimosas, 
 orange juice, coffee (regular and decaf) and tea. 

 

 
 

 

 

 10:30 am    ▪   $5 each in cash  

 Caldwell Square Gazebo  ▪   Pay on arrival at gazebo 

 Saturday , May  3  ▪   Bring your lawn chair 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

       

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

         For information or to offer a food 
contribution contact: 

 Sharon Fox-White, chair (828-302-9022);  

Eileen Linz (East) (533-3301); Leigh Walker 
(West) (533-6947) 

or June Kunsman (South) (542-0364) 

 


