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WELCOME NEW CAMDEN NEIGHBORS   
A warm welcome to our newest residents in Camden Park. 

Jacquelyn Nouveau            12 Macon 
Linda & Don Corley   20 Caswell 
Allen and Mary Matlins          29 West Madison 
Charles and Patricia Rupkalvis     6 East Madison 
Robert and Elizabeth Anderson     20 Yancey 
Thomas and Martha Smith       21 Yancey 
Milton and Gail McCullough      11 West Madison 

*New residents please note:  The FHA Directory on the FHA website may not be complete for you.  Contact the FHA 
Office at 919-542-1603 to make additions or changes to the online and print Directories.  Several new Camden Park 
residents in 2012 did NOT follow these instructions and thus were not listed in the 2013 FHA Directory. 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
What drought? This Spring, with all the rain, makes us all forget about the weather of last Spring.  And the 

rainy days kept the landscapers busy changing their schedule.  But the green looks great!  Then there was the 
storm of June – a loss of 4 trees and numerous branches. The cleanup is over and Valley Crest is busy limbing 
up trees at the present time.  And in July, Bartlett Tree Experts will be in Camden Park pruning parkway tree 
branches away from touching our homes. In June, Bartlett did, for the second year in a row, cut down diseased 
trees including sycamores. All sycamores will be removed from Camden Park over an 8 year period. Excess 
trees were removed from Yancey and McDowell Parks allowing the remaining trees more room to grow. This 
brings me to the first of two long term issues the Board is wrestling with at the present time:   

A. Sidewalks vs. Trees!  In the past three years, tree roots have uplifted more sidewalks than in the previous 
history of Camden Park. To remove and replace just one slab of concrete is over $800. Grinding alone is 
not always practical and is usually successful only when there is minor uplifting. Situations involving at 
least 10 slabs this year alone have arisen. Not all need to be fixed this year, but you can begin to see the 
magnitude of the costs involved. Cut down the tree? Even when the offending tree roots belong to one of 
Camden Park’s prized willow oaks? These are almost landmarks! So at the November Annual Meeting, we 
hope to have a presentation by Bartlett Tree Experts for an alternative for the Board to consider. The 
current thought is to replace concrete slabs with brickwork where there is a war with the tree roots. This 
action would allow a root, after being shaved, to continue to grow. The bricks could then be adjusted at a 
small cost compared to replacing concrete. We have to consider the patchwork look to our streets with a 
brick/concrete combo. If we continue to use only concrete do we need a special dues increase? These are 
some of the questions that will need to be addressed by the Board.  

B. CD Rates!  I need not tell you what CD rates are right now. Obviously we are getting very little return 
on our invested Reserve Funds. A sub-committee of the Board has met with North State Bank, which works 
with many non-profit organizations, and holds the majority of our CD investments. The goal of the Board 
is to make a decision about investments that will increase the rate of return and meet our fiduciary 
responsibilities. This year’s CD’s come up for renewal in Oct. and Dec. 
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And now for some immediate issues: 
• Rats are back in E. Camden. You may recall that this is not a new problem. A large patch of ground 

cover had to removed several years ago when it was found to be a nesting area for wood rats.  Jennie’s 
Park had a nesting area in the past. The issue is now in an area with a number of bird feeders. The 
dropped seeds are a source of food for the rodents. Please watch the ground under your feeders for a 
possible accumulation that might attract animal life that we don’t want around our residences.  

• Larry Owen’s report highlights several successful endeavors by his Committee. The new mailbox 
lettering, the selection of new street lights for all of Camden Park, and repairs to the Yancey Park 
gazebo have been a big part of the Committee’s agenda. 

• Larry’s Committee has also finished the cleaning of the East Camden storm sewers. Residents were 
made aware of the volume of construction material that had been left in the sewers. A cleaning of both 
West and South Camden is scheduled by the Board for future years.  

• Kurt Muller notes in his report the dates for the second pruning in Camden Park. More yard material 
was removed in this year’s first pruning than in any other previous pruning. It’s nice to have our own 
Valley Crest special pruning crew.  

• Remember owners are responsible for the weeding of their property! Recently, HRW has sent letters to 
owners who have neglected this responsibility. 

• Have you noticed the new construction in South Camden? Fitch Creations is building on the final lot 
and soon Camden Park will have 233 homes! 

Have you noticed how well homes have sold in Camden Park this Spring? Make sure to say welcome to 
our new neighbors. The Board’s main objective is to maintain the community in a manner that enhances 
property values. And with that thought in mind, read Lane Cooke’s article on covenants. This is how you can 
help the Board do it’s job. Finally, with all the additional unplanned maintenance costs this year, the Board 
will not meet the estimated Reserve Fund goal for 2013 but will be on target to meet the average increase of the 
past several years. Maintenance is necessary to prolong the time before major repairs are necessary.  

Enjoy your summer, 
        Don Hall 
 
 
 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

 
CAMDEN PARK FALL BRUNCH 

 
10:30 AM Saturday, October 12, 2013 

 
Yancey Square Gazebo 

East Camden 
 

BRUNCH COMMITTEE 
Sharon Fox White, Chair 
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CAMDEN PARK ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE  
 

Frequently Asked Questions from Camden Park (CP) Homeowners 
 
QUESTION 1.  Where do I find the covenants which describe the external house changes that require CP 
Architectural Review Committee approval? 

ANSWER: When you moved to Camden Park you received a white "Welcome to Camden Park" 
notebook. In Appendix C of that notebook is the Architectural General Information and the 
application for approval form itself. Both of those pages clearly describe the external changes which 
need approval.  

Appendix C-2 describes the policy regarding exterior colors and replacement roofs. 

Appendix C also describes the kind of external changes that require a written application and notice to 
your neighbors, as documented by their signatures.  

QUESTION  2. Is there anywhere else I can find the Camden Park covenants and architectural review form? 

ANSWER: The application forms and covenants are also on the Fearrington Homeowners Association 
website. You have to go on the site, obtain a password, click on groups and find “Camden Park” to 
access the forms and requirements. We ask that you read those covenants and understand the review 
process. 

QUESTION  3.  What do I do with the application form when I have completed it?  

ANSWER: When you complete an application form you may place it in the basket on the front porch at 
12 McDowell or scan it and email it to Lane Cooke, the Chair of the CP Architectural Committee at 
<lgcooke@email.unc.edu>. Both addresses are on the approval form.  
You can mail by US Mail, but it will take longer. 

QUESTION 4.  What if I have questions about my request or completing the form? 

ANSWER:  You can certainly email Lane or call at (919)542-8198 to discuss a possible request or to ask 
about the committee’s decision regarding your request.  

QUESTION 5.  When can I expect an answer to my request? 

ANSWER: The committee, made up of your neighbors who are volunteers, has sixty days to respond to 
a request. We try hard to be faster than that. Some requests are more complicated than others and 
require more time. 

Thank you for your respect for, and your attention to, the architectural review process! 

Lane Cooke, Chair 
Camden Park Architectural Review Committee 

LANDSCAPE AND GROUNDS
     The second round of pruning will start during the week of July 8.  Please remember, should you not want 
certain shrubs pruned and if you have elected for pruning, tie a colored ribbon to the shrub.  The last pruning 
will begin in September. 

     Bartlett Tree Experts cut down several trees throughout Camden Park in early June. While the focus was to 
be on cutting down diseased and dying trees, Bartlett also thinned out trees in McDowell and Yancey parks in 
order to facilitate tree and shrub growth by giving the remaining plant material more room and light. Where 
necessary, trees (including storm damaged trees and a small dead tree in South Camden) will be replaced in the 
Fall.  Bartlett has an additional July pruning scheduled to prune all parkway trees whose branches have grown 
too close to residences.  

     The heavy storm on Friday, June 14 did a fair amount of damage. We lost four maples and saved two trees 
that were heavily damaged.  Some 20 trees throughout Camden were damaged with snapped branches. All of 
this work, including debris removal, was completed by crews from Bartlett on Monday, June 17. 
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     In the past we have talked about some other contractors.  I thought you would like to have some information 
about Bartlett Tree Experts who take care of our Camden’s forest. 

     Bartlett Tree Experts has been providing scientific tree care since 1907.  They are an international 
organization with offices in Canada, England, and Ireland.  Their research laboratories advise their employees 
about the latest technological advances in arboriculture and assist their arborists with training updates.  This 
allows Bartlett Tree Experts to provide the most up to date advice on tree care. Their laboratory networks with 
professionals at universities, government agencies, and allied industry groups. Their arborists consult with 
other professionals for common projects and community interests.  Their local clients include UNC Chapel Hill 
and Duke along with residential homes and communities throughout the Triangle.  Tree care services for 
residential and commercial clients include: pruning, cabling/bracing, insect and disease management, 
fertilization programs, plant diagnostics, soil testing, lighting protection, tree and shrub inventories as well as 
tree evaluations. 

     Our Bartlett manager for Camden Park is Bryan Lowrance, a graduate of NC State University School of 
Forestry.  He is a certified arborist. 

Have a great summer. 
 

              Kurt Muller, Chair Landscape & Grounds Committee 
 

STREETS, UTILITIES & FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
1. Excessive light from street lights into homes has been one of the most frequent complaints the Board has 

received from residents over the years.  Some residents and Progress Energy have painted the sides of the 
globes black.  Other complaints have concerned the changing colors of the globes. The present globes are 
plastic.   

David McGrain has worked with Progress Energy for a very long time to find a different light that would 
address these issues and maintain good lighting on the sidewalks and streets.  Two test lights have been 
installed for several weeks on Caswell at the corner of Caswell & Caldwell beside 27 Caldwell.  These lights 
have a colonial look. They shine down with less light going toward homes and upward, reducing light 
pollution.  They do not have glass panes, thus no cleaning is required.  The light is metal-halide and is at 
the top of the lamp in a glass container with reflectors.  These are the same lights that are being installed in 
The Knolls section of Fearrington. 

The Board has accepted the Committee’s recommendation to have Duke Energy Progress replace all 96 
street lights in Camden Park with the lights that were tested. It will take some time to complete the work 
since there is a 6 week lead time after the order is placed. Duke Energy will then repaint 66 faded light 
poles to match the newest black ones at no cost to Camden Park.  

2. Parking in the marked paths on the Park sides of East and West Camden is illegal.  They are for 
pedestrians.  NCDOT informs us that anyone parked there can be towed and/or fined.  These are State 
Roads.  David McGrain is working with NCDOT to get appropriate signs placed on these walkways.  At 
NCDOT's request some bushes on Common Property at West Camden & Weathersfield have been 
removed as a safety measure.  

3. Sidewalk work continues.  There are major issues to be resolved between broken/raised sidewalks and tree 
roots. We are working to determine the best solution for the upheavals on East Camden beside 2 Yancey. 
The planned power wash of all sidewalks in East and West Camden will commence when some technical 
issues are resolved. 

4. Asphalt repairs are complete, with the exception of resealing a section of Middle Gaston Row. 

5. Mail kiosk box cleaning and renumbering is complete.  The parking signs in front of the mail kiosk should 
be repaired soon.   

6. The roof on Yancey Park shelter was damaged by the storm and will be repaired or replaced.      
 
      Larry Owen, Chair,  Streets, Utilities & Facilities Committee 
 
Editors:  Barbara & Jim Terry 


