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CAMDEN PARK 

Vol. 18, No. 3                 June 2014 
WELCOME NEW CAMDEN NEIGHBORS   

A warm welcome to our newest residents in Camden Park. 

George & Kathleen Michniuk       8  Caldwell 
Zollene Reissner       10 West Camden 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Camden Park Neighbors, 
While joining the Streets Committee’s annual walk-through of our streets and alleys looking for needed 

repairs, I was particularly struck by how great our community is looking this time of year. Flowers are blooming, 
grass is green, the air is bright and clear, and our homes and yards are generally clean and in good repair.  First and 
foremost, this is the result of the pride and care that you as homeowners take in your properties and that we as a 
community take in our common property. 

But another, perhaps less obvious, reason why Camden Park is such an attractive community and why our 
homes maintain their property values and usually sell quickly, is that we are a covenanted community with 
reasonably enforced architectural and landscape standards. 

Not everyone likes the idea of covenants and no one likes being told they cannot do something they want to 
do. Enforcing the covenants is the least pleasant part of our Board’s responsibilities but it has to be done. The fact 
is our covenants help preserve the look and feel of our neighborhood.  They are vital to keeping Camden Park what 
it is.  And most of our residents understand that.  Occasionally some do not. Your Board recently had to take action 
against a resident for failure to maintain the outside appearance of the house.  This ended up costing the homeowner 
more than it would have if the needed maintenance had been done in the first place.  Complying with the covenants 
is a legal obligation that each of us undertook when we bought our home here. It is an obligation not just to the 
community in an abstract sense, but equally to our friends and neighbors whose property values and quality of life 
are also affected by what we do.  

Part of complying with the covenants includes applying to the Architectural Review and Covenants 
Committee, and/or or the Landscape Committee if appropriate, for approval of exterior changes to our home or 
grounds.  This even includes some interior changes which can be seen from outside such as windows or window 
treatments. Approval must be obtained in advance of making any changes and applicants should allow enough time 
so that the Architectural Committee and, if necessary, the Board of Directors can review the application in order to 
make a decision.  Recently a number of applications have been submitted at the last minute or even after construction 
had started. Happily, all could be approved and were, but it is unfair to the members of the committee to ask them 
to rush to judgment.  

Please take a few minutes to review and remind yourself of the covenants and architectural and landscape 
standards and application procedures.  They are in your Camden Park Welcome Book and on line at the Camden 
Park part of the Fearrington Homeowners Association website.  
 

Best Wishes, 
Michael Hancock 
President, Camden Park, Inc. 
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LANDSCAPE AND GROUNDS 
 

The Camdens are always so lovely in the spring.  Now that season has finally arrived!  (And was it only one 
month ago that we had an ice/snow event?)  How bizarre this winter has been.  And it seems that much damage has 
been done to the Rosemary plants as well as the Gardenias.   

With the return of Grass cutting, there is always a return of concerns.  Some homeowner’s small areas of 
grass sometimes are missed or cut with mowers that are too large.  We hope we have corrected the mower size 
issues for all the Camdens with Valley Crest.  But if your area is skipped by accident, please let either Keli Allen 
(kallen@hrw.net) or myself know (priscillashows@nc.rr.com).  We want to make sure that all the mowing is being 
done in a timely manner. 

Valley Crest has started their spring pruning.  If you do not want any particular bushes pruned, you need 
to place red ribbon on the bush.  Contact me for red ribbon as I have a whole roll in my garage. 

One of our Landscape Committee members suggested we start putting various landscape resources in our 
newsletter.  This is our first attempt and if it is helpful, let us know! 
 
 PLANT IDENTIFICATION AND PRUNING HANDBOOK - The author is Betty King, a Fearrington 

 resident.  Carol Kurtz has put a copy of it in the FHA office in The Gathering Place for those who want to 
 use it for reference. 

 
 LANDSCAPE PLANTS FOR THE SOUTHEAST, R. Gordon Halfacre and Anne P. Shawcraft 
 
 SOUTHERN LIVING GARDEN BOOK 
 
 CAROLINA GARDENERS GUIDE, Toby Bost 
 
 www.ces.ncsu.edu - an excellent source for plant and pest information 
 

Notes from our arborist, Bryan Lowrance, state that we will need to remove several sycamore trees this 
June.  He is planning to wait until closer to June when the summer pruning is planned in order to capture all the 
trees needed. 

Best wishes for a not too hot summer! 
 

Priscilla W. Shows 
Chair, Landscape & Grounds Committee 

 

DOG WASTE BAGS 
Two years ago, the Fearrington Homeowners Association, with the help of Mr. R. B. Fitch, placed several 

Dog Waste Stations in the Camden Park for the use of dog owners walking their dogs in the park.  This was a 
popular and welcome addition to keeping the park clean and enjoyable.  Unfortunately, a few people, hopefully 
not any of our residents, have not been properly disposing of the used bags.  In a recent meeting with Mr. Fitch, 
he mentioned that dog waste bags thrown into the stream or lake have repeatedly clogged the pump supplying the 
flow of the stream in the park.  Walkers in the park have also reported full bags discarded under bushes.  And we 
have heard the bizarre tale of someone elsewhere in Fearrington flushing the bags down their toilet, where, if they 
did not stop up the toilet, would cause problems downstream in the sewage system or plant.   

Used dog waste bags should be placed in the designated waste stations or taken home and disposed of in 
the garbage.  The FHA has also reported that some people have been taking away quantities of the bags to use 
elsewhere than in the park, causing additional expense to the FHA and causing them to run short at times in the 
stations. Please use these bags only for cleaning up in Camden Park.   
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CAMDEN PARK ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE  
Summer is on its way and it is a great time to spruce up the exterior of your home.  All residents are 

encouraged to review the Camden Park Covenants pertaining to Architectural Control (Article V), Exterior 
Maintenance (Article VI) and Use Restrictions (Article IX). These are the major sections in the Covenants which 
outline regulations regarding the exteriors of our homes. 

Both the Architectural Committee and the Board take their duties seriously, and spend time carefully 
evaluating each individual situation for the benefit of all Camden residents.   

If you wish to make any change to the exterior of your home, there is an application and approval process 
in place by which residents complete a Request for Architectural Approval Form (Appendix C-1 in the Welcome to 
Camden Park notebook). The covenants and Request for Architectural Approval form also can be found on the 
Fearrington Homeowners Association website at <fearringtonfha.org>. You need to establish an account and then 
click on “Groups”, then click on “A to Friends”, then click on “Camden Park.”  

Examples of changes which require prior approval: 

- Any modification to exterior of home   - Adding skylights or solar tubes 

- Painting a new color (example: trim, door, fence)  - Adding a trellis, arbor, porch, patio or gate 

- Solar panels (pertains to location of panels)   - Installing a fence 

- Adding or replacing a storm or screen door   - New roofing  

- Satellite dishes/antennas (pertains to location of dish or antenna)               

-Changing or adding new permanent lighting fixtures 

If there is a question about whether a form is required, please call the Board’s Architectural Review Chair 
or HRW. All forms are available from our management company.  

  When your application is complete, return it to the Architectural Chair, as indicated on the top of the form, 
and retain a copy for your own records.   

Mail to:   Lane Cooke, Arch. Comm. Chair                    Email to: 

12 McDowell                                                    lgcooke@email.unc.edu 
1038 Fearrington Post 
Pittsboro, NC  27312 

You may also put your completed form in the basket on the front porch at 12 McDowell. 

The Architectural Review Committee may request additional information from the homeowner to make a decision. 
The Camden Park Board ratifies the decision of the committee. The Board has 60 days from receipt of an 
application to render a decision, but tries to be faster than that with decisions. 

The committee’s recommendations to either approve or deny a request are presented to the Board, which 
then votes on each application. The Board decision is conveyed to the homeowner in a letter or email. If there is a 
denial, there is a clear reason stated, a request for additional information, or a suggested modification of the 
proposal.  It is strongly suggested that approval letters be retained with one’s “important papers.” 

Lane Cooke 
Chair, Architectural Review Committee 
lgcooke@email.unc.edu 
(919)542-8198 

 
IRRIGATION REMINDER 

Chatham County enforces water restrictions year round and limits automated irrigation to only two days a 
week between midnight and 7:00 AM. The two days scheduled for Fearrington Village, including the Camdens, are 
Tuesday and Saturday.  
 



 4 

STREETS, UTILITIES & FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
1. The steps at Caswell Park have been replaced with brick.  This has made access more stable and 

easier.  We encourage more resident use of this beautiful park.  It usually has a cool breeze across 
the top.  It has great views of the Park on one side and the pasture on the other. You may even see 
the Bluebirds if you sit and relax a spell.  Come and enjoy!! 

2. PARKING.  Residents are reminded that careful attention should be paid when they and visitors 
must park on the streets.  Access for EMERGENCY VEHICLES must always be maintained.  It is 
important not to park in narrow spaces at the end of parking indents.  Also, parking on both sides 
of streets without parking indents should be avoided. 

3. The Mail Kiosk will be undergoing some maintenance in the coming weeks.  Since some of the 
work will involve closing the Kiosk, the work will be done on a Sunday. 

4. The Annual Streets & Rows Survey indicates that there is no need for sealcoating except for 
Scotland Row in South Camden. Fitch Creations will pay for this as part of the completion of 
construction in South Camden.  There will be crack sealing and asphalt patching in several areas 
throughout Camden Park during the coming weeks.  

5. Sidewalk needs are being reviewed.  Several sections will be replaced and leveled.  Tree root 
growth continues to create major damage and hazards on our sidewalks. 

6. The Committee is considering wheel chair access for the curbs at the ends of Caswell sidewalk #2 
& the Weathersfield sidewalk.  Cost estimates will be requested. 

7. The rainwater drainage build up in front of the Mail Kiosk will be addressed by Fitch Creations 
as they do asphalt work in the Village Center. 

Larry Owen 
Chair, Streets, Utilities & Facilities Committee 

CAMDEN PARK WEBSITE 

Our community website is a source of important information about Camden Park, Inc. including the 
Governing Documents such as the Covenants and By-Laws of our association and the latest approved minutes of 
the CPI Board of Directors.  It is available by going to WWW.Fearringtonfha.org , logging in, clicking on 
‘Groups’, then ‘A to Friends of the Arts’, then ‘Camden Park’.  If you do not yet have a login, click ‘Login’ then 
‘Create an Account’ and follow the instructions. 

 

MAIL KIOSK PROBLEMS 
Earlier in the year we were surprised to hear that someone was repeatedly removing notices about 

meetings of the Fearrington Democratic Club from the bulletin board in our mail kiosk. Now we hear that notices 
for the Republican Club have also been recently removed. We hope that residents of Camden Park are not doing 
this. It is hard to believe that anyone in our community, regardless of their political views, would do something so 
childish and petty. But it is a fact that this is happening in our Camden Park kiosk. 

The rules governing notices on our bulletin boards in the kiosk have been reposted prominently on our 
bulletin board and are reprinted again in this newsletter.  We rely on the fairness and integrity of our residents to 
follow them. With regards specifically to the issue of removing the notices of others: 

 
If you didn’t put it up, don’t take it down! 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

CAMDEN PARK RESERVES 

At the April 15th meeting, the Board of Trustees decided to invest $50,000 of our reserves, currently 
totaling over $256,000, in the DIAS Conservative Income Portfolio of Global Financial Private Capital. We believe 
that we need to let our reserve funds work to maximize our earnings in order to help prepare for the eventual 
repaving of our roads and rows. After considering a number of investment options, we chose this diversified, 
professionally managed investment portfolio, recommended by the North State Bank, the bank with which we have 
been doing business.  Since its inception in 2002, the fund has earned 6.1% on average.  In its worse year, 2008, it 
still earned 0.71% for investors. 

Until now, our reserves have been invested exclusively in three-year CDs, laddered to insure that they do 
not all mature at the same time.  These CDs now only earn from 0.45% to 2.03%.  While they ensure against loss of 
principal, they do not help us keep up with inflation.  They do not help our reserves grow very much. 

In a 2009 article in Common Ground, Martin Hopkins wrote, “Historically, the legal restrictions on board 
members have discouraged or prevented them from using growth-oriented, long-term investment strategies.  In 
recent years, however, state legislatures have updated laws governing association investments.  The Uniform 
Prudent Investor Act, (which has been adopted by North Carolina), allows board members to look at the overall 
risk of the portfolio rather than the risk level of each individual investment.  The law sets standards for courts to 
use in evaluating board decisions.  It states, “A fiduciary shall invest and manage trust assets as a prudent investor 
would, by considering the purposes, terms, distribution requirements and other circumstances of the trust.” 

We will continue to keep you informed on how and with whom we will be investing our homeowner’s 
association reserve funds.  Also, we want you to keep up with Board decisions via our website: 
www.fearringtonfha.org, Camden Park group portal. 

Tom Ludlow,  
Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors: Jim & Barbara Terry  
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IMPORTANT – PLEASE READ AND RESPECT THESE 
RULES FOR POSTING NOTICES ON BULLETIN BOARDS 

1. There are multiple bulletin boards with a designated purpose 
shown for each.  Notices placed on the wrong board or on walls will 
be removed. 

2. Announcements from Fearrington and Camden Park 
organizations have priority.  Civic, cultural, non-profit and general 
interest groups in the Triangle may also post notices if space is 
available on the designated board. 

3. Advertisements and notices from for-profit services, suppliers, 
etc. are welcome on the designated board, but should be no larger 
than 4” X 6”.  A business card is preferred. 

4. ALL NOTICES MUST BE DATED and should be taken down 
after 30 days; out-of-date and undated items will be removed 
immediately.  Notices of events should be removed ASAP after the 
event has taken place.  

5. Please limit notice size to no more than 8.5” X 11”.  Oversized 
notices will be removed. 

6. Postings should be taken down only by those who post 
them or members of the Streets, Utilities and Facilities 
Committee doing regular board maintenance. 

February 20, 2014      


