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WELCOME NEW CAMDEN NEIGHBORS   
A warm welcome to our newest residents in Camden Park. 

John and Susie Eckblad    17 East Madison 
Gloria and Jerry Homer      2 West Madison 

 Chis & Dulcie Straughan    13  McDowell 
 David and Gilda Macksam    15  Bladen 
  Karen Holcomb                                8  Macon 

*New residents please note:  The FHA Directory on the FHA website may not be complete for you.  Contact the FHA 
Office at 919-542-1603 to make additions or changes to the online and print Directories.  Several new Camden Park 
residents in 2012 did NOT follow these instructions and thus were not listed in the 2013 FHA Directory. 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 A recent walk of Camden Park with VP Larry Owen shows that Spring has arrived in full force. The walk was 
the annual walk of streets and alleys to determine what asphalt work needs to be done this year. Larry has 
details in his article but I want to remind the community that the Board established in 2008 a policy whereby 
all rows are to be resealed every 4 years and thus all rows were resealed in 2012. Repairs are done annually on 
an as needed basis  The 2008 policy on Camden Park owned streets is to have the streets resealed every 5 years 
which would have meant resealing the streets this year. The streets, however, have held up so well that 
resealing is not needed this year and may not be necessary next year. The damage to the rows is mainly due to 
water since the alleys are used for drainage and the 4 year resealing policy continues to make sense.  

It was brought to my attention recently that Camden Park does not have the percentage of residents on 
automatic bank draft or prepaid annual payments that it once did. This may be happening since our accounting 
is done by HRW and we no longer have the Treasurer contact residents to encourage automatic drafts. If you 
are not on automatic draft, I encourage you to do so. It is easier for you not to have to remember to send your 
dues by mail, and cheaper too! To enroll either call HRW customer service to get the necessary form or use the 
updated form in your Welcome Book. The Board is reviewing a plan to follow up on this issue this year. Some of 
you may use the annual coupon payment books provided by HRW at a cost to Camden Park, but automatic 
draft is simple and safe. Please consider joining this plan if you aren’t signed up now. 

Larry Owen’s report this month is an excellent example of your Board in action. Note the preventative 
maintenance program for rows and streets. Note the continual monitoring of our sidewalks and the impact that 
growing trees have on them. Note the four year plan for reviewing the condition of our storm sewers. The 
vendor has indicated that Camden Park is an exception. Most HOA’s wait for a major problem to happen to a 
sewer before taking action. Note also that Larry’s Committee has two tests underway – One will review a new 
type of globe suggested by Progress Energy for Camden Park lights and the other will test the impact of power 
washing our sidewalks.  

On a more personal note, Keli Autry, our HRW Community Manager will become Keli Allen on May 5th. 
We wish her and her husband all the best. Any changes in her email address will be announced in a future 
Newsletter. Meanwhile, continue to reach her at kautry@hrw.net  

Let’s hope for a warm day on May 18th for our Spring Brunch in Caldwell Park. The Committee has been 
busy planning this event with an added touch! See you there. 

        Don Hall 

 
SEE PAGE 2 FOR CAMDEN PARK BRUNCH NEWS 
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CAMDEN PARK SPRING BRUNCH 
 

10:30 AM Saturday, May 18, 2013 
 

Caldwell Square Gazebo 
West Camden 

 
All your Brunch favorites from some wonderful Camden cooks! 

Menu will include mimosas, orange juice, coffee and tea, breakfast casseroles and breads, fruit, and 
whatever wonderful dishes you wish to share. 

 
$5 each (pay on arrival at the Gazebo) 

BRING your lawn chair 
 

For information or to offer food contributions contact: 
 

Sharon Fox White   828-302-9022 (West)   June Kunsman   919-542-0364   (South) 
Leigh Walker    919-533-6947 (West)  Eileen Linz    919-533-3301   (East) 
Jana Parker    919-533-6957 (West) 

 
RSVP PLEASE.  Let these ladies know that you are coming so that we will be sure to have enough of 

              your favorite beverages.   
       Sharon Fox White, Chair 
       Brunch Committee 

  
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT  
 

The Camden Park Nominating Committee members are currently Marcia Gest, David McGrain, Don 
Hall, and Larry Owen. 
 

The Nominating Committee will begin meeting in the next few days to begin work on nominations for 
election to the Board of Directors of CPI for 2014.  The election of new Directors takes place at the Camden 
Park Annual Meeting in November. 
 

The Committee will be nominating candidates to fill three Board of Directors positions for two year 
terms beginning January, 2014. 
 

Camden Park residents are encouraged to send the Committee the name of anyone they believe would 
be a good Board of Directors candidates.  Camden Park members are also encouraged to volunteer to be 
candidates. 
 

Larry Owen, Chair Nominating Committee 
 
 

 
 

YARD WASTE CHANGE 
 

The Welcome Book currently states that yard waste must be out by 9AM on the 1st and 3rd Wed. of 
each month. Please change that to read 8 AM. Your book will be updated next March. 
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STREETS, UTILITIES, FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
 

The annual survey of the streets and rows of Camden Park has been completed.  Some repairs, for the 
most part in the rows, are needed and they will commence in the next few weeks.  The only resealing that will 
take place will be on Middle Gaston Row.  This is to correct problems created last year when a different sealer 
was used.  The contractor will do this at no charge to Camden Park. 

 
Based on the East Camden storm sewer study done in 2012, a proposal to commence repairs has been 

approved.  Work will begin in the next few weeks. The catch basins and pipes in East Camden will be cleared 
of debris in 2013 and repairs in East Camden will be completed in 2014.  Only those on Camden Park 
properties will be repaired.  A plan for West Camden will be developed in 2015 and repairs completed in 2016. 
Storm sewer repair in South Camden will be completed when necessary. 

 
The annual sidewalk survey has been completed.  A proposal for leveling and repairing the sidewalks 

has been requested.  This work is expected to commence within the next two months. 
 
Consideration is being given to power washing sidewalks to remove algae and debris.  An experimental 

test may be made on a small section of sidewalk before a final decision is made. 
 
David McGrain is working with Progress Energy to replace two street lights on Caswell which were 

painted black to reduce the glare in a neighboring house.  The replacements are supposed to direct the light 
differently than our current lights, and they have less glare.  They may have a different look.  Remember that 
this is an experiment.  

 
New types of numbers on mailboxes will appear in the mail kiosk in the near future.  They will be more 

easily seen. The numbers on the boxes will not change.  There should be no tags or written numbers placed on 
the mailboxes. 

 
The fireplugs are being, or will have been, painted when you receive this newsletter.  This is being done 

by the Fearrington Homeowners Association in all of Fearrington and paid for by FHA. 
 
Mike Milewski is overseeing the mail kiosk for 2013.  Thank you, Mike. 

 
 
       Larry Owen, Chair Streets, Utilities Committee 

 
 
LANDSCAPE AND GROUNDS 

 
Spring Pruning, one of three prunings during 2013, will begin on April 29.  We will prune South 

Camden, then East Camden, followed by West Camden.  It will take approximately 22 days to complete. 
 
Please remember, should you have elected to have all pruning but do not wish certain items pruned, tie a 

red ribbon to the shrub, to be removed after pruning.  If you need ribbon, please let me know, and I will get 
some to you. 

 
We will again spread Pre Emergence and Fertilizer on all lawns during the next few weeks.  This is the 

second application this Spring. 
 

              Kurt Muller, Chair Landscape & Grounds Committee 
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NOTES FROM VALLEY CREST 

 
We were very pleased this year with the mulching process. Things went very well and we hope that 

everyone in the community was pleased with the outcome.  Since we just completed the application I think it 
would be a great time to talk about the type of mulch we used, the process by which it was made, and also about 
the possibility of termites and other insects in mulch. 

 

This year we used a Triple Shredded Dyed Hard Wood Designer Mulch.  What exactly does all this 
mean? Mulch is mulch, right? Let’s start off with ‘triple shredded’. When the mulch is brought to the factory it 
is in large chunks that are fresh from the forest and in no way prepared for your plant beds.  For triple 
shredded the mulch is passed through the grinder three times before advancing to the next process. Does this 
mean that we will no longer have large chunks in our mulch? No, not necessarily.  While we will still have larger 
pieces they are less frequent and the smaller pieces and finer material are more prevalent throughout the 
mulch. Hardwood material is the most common material used when mulch is dyed.  The reason for this is that 
hardwood material absorbs the dye better and holds the color longer. 

 

Since we have covered the beginning phases of the how the mulch is shredded we will cover what 
happens from this point until it is bagged for distribution. Once the mulch has been shredded it is stored in piles 
and goes through a composting process.  This allows the center of the pile to reach adequate temperatures to 
sterilize all weed seeds and soil borne pathogens. Once the pile of mulch reaches the appropriate temperature 
and sits for several days the mulch is then turned so that it can start the process again making sure that all of 
the material is rotated through the center of the pile and allowed to reach adequate temperature. Once this 
process is complete it is on to the dye stage.  Once the color has been selected it is mixed with the mulch inside a 
large pressure tank to help the material absorb the dye which helps the color last longer when applied.  The dye 
also has a sterilizing agent included which eradicates any remaining foreign materials such as weed seeds. Once 
this is completed the mulch is then bagged or piled in bulk and ready for sale.  One good reason to use bagged 
mulch is that once the material is in the bag it is in a completely sterile environment until the mulch is applied 
so there is no chance for weed seed to invade the mulch before application. 

 

I know termites are a major concern for everyone so I thought it would be a good time to bring this up 
and talk about beneficial insects in our mulch.  In order for termites to create a colony sizeable enough to 
reproduce and sustain itself they need a solid structure roughly the size of a railroad cross tie (8”x8”x6’). The 
common misconception that mulch brings termites onto a property is false as they can’t survive or create a 
sustainable colony in the mulch. Mulch also creates habitats for beneficial insects that not only prey on other 
insects that are detrimental to the health of our plants but also on insects that tend to invade our homes.  

 
Mike Morrison,  
ValleyCrest Account Specialist 

 
 
 

 
 
Editors:  Barbara & Jim Terry 
 


