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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
 
The lazy days of summer may be upon us, just not with the Camden Park Board.  Thanks to the 
planning of Diane Taylor and the hospitality of Marcia Gest, we recently had a "Meet the Board" 
gathering of new residents since July 2008.  This was a first and highly successful.  It appears a 
tradition has been born. 
  
The spring weather has kept our landscaping green and growing.  With the first pruning now 
accomplished, trees will be limbed up and plans for a second pruning are underway.  Watch for the 
September Newsletter when the Landscaping Committee, headed by Marcia Gest, publishes a first 
ever guide to plantings in Camden Park.  The need of any developer is to have plantings that grow 
big and fast.  It makes the community look attractive to perspective new buyers.  These, however, 
may not have been the best plantings for the long term.  Now that our community approaches its 
twentieth anniversary, many of the mature plantings are too overgrown, cannot be pruned back far 
enough and should be taken out.  The guide will point out which plantings should be removed and 
more importantly which types of new plantings are more appropriate for Camden Park. 
  
We have identified to date, 8 trees that need to be replaced this fall.  Their success in growing will 
depend on homeowners taking responsibility for proper watering.  This has been a problem in the 
past, which I hope won't be repeated. 
  
Thank you to all of the residents who have responded to letters from HRW re: architectural and 
landscaping issues.  The Board has asked that these letters be specific so that everyone clearly 
understands the area to be corrected.  This procedure seems to be working well and is dependent on 
cooperation from owners. 
  
As we look to next year, our budgeting process will begin in August.  The Nominating Committee 
has three 2 year terms for directors to fill for election at the November 15th Annual Meeting.  
Future directors will have job descriptions and a planning calendar, which we are currently 
working on, to give them guidance in governing.  Not ready yet to consider a position on the 
Board?---the Landscaping, Architecture and Streets Committees provide excellent opportunities to 
serve your community and to understand how Camden Park operates.   
  
If the enthusiasm of our new residents at our recent gathering with the Board is any indication, we 
have a successful future ahead for all of us residing in Camden Park. 
 
 

Don Hall 
 



  
SPRING BRUNCH SUCCESS
 
Hooray and a drum roll for all the fine cooks of Camden Park who prepared wonderful dishes and 
breads for our most successful Spring Brunch.  Perhaps you would like to prepare something for 
the Fall Brunch at Yancey Square in October.  Please notify Diane Taylor, Norma Berry or Lane 
Cooke of your interest in participating. 
  
Several new residents enjoyed a "Meet the Board" luncheon following the June Board meeting and 
we look forward to this being an annual event. 
   

Diane Taylor, Social Chair 
 
GARBAGE PICKUP 
 
Garbage will NOT be picked up on the following days: July 3, Nov. 26 & 27, Dec. 24 & 25, Jan 1. 
 
 
STREET LIGHTS 
 
If a street light is burned out or needs repair, please write down the number of the light located at 
the base of the pole and notify Progress Energy at (919) 508-5400.  Give them the number of the 
light and explain the problem.  They respond very quickly to these requests. 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
 
The Nominating Committee will begin work in July to fill Board positions for 2010.  Please contact 
Sue Clark if you would like to serve or have suggestions. 
 
CAMDEN PARK WEBSITE 
 
While the web site www.camdenpark.org is still a work in progress, Board minutes and documents 
are posted on the site.  Many beautiful photos of Camden Park taken by residents may also be seen 
on the site.  If you have photos you would like to submit go to the site and follow directions for 
uploading directly to the web page.  Contact Keli Autry of HRW to receive your account number 
that enables you to log on.   
 
WELCOME BOOK 
 
Some revisions for the 2010 Welcome Book, updates and a revised policy were approved by the 
Board.  You will find this information in the minutes posted in Kiosk or request a copy from Sue 
Clark at susunc@nc.rr.com. Copies of these documents will be distributed with the January 2010 
Camden Park Newsletter. 
 
 Many compliments have been received from Camden Residents about the Welcome Book.  
     “Thanks to Camden Park Board members for the excellent welcome guide.  We appreciate the effort it 
took to put together such a helpful and informative guide for homeowners.  Your time and commitment 
are very much appreciated.”   
          “What a super job on the book, thanks to all” 

     “The colored pages were so great—I read the whole thing!” 
If you have not read the “whole thing” why not revisit the book now! 
 
  
 
 
 

http://www.camdenpark.org/
mailto:susunc@nc.rr.com


PLASTER CHIMNEYS  
 
Several residents have found their white plaster chimneys in need of repair.  Please check your 
chimneys for leaks, especially around the flashing.  Water damage to the interior structure of the 
chimney can be extensive and costly to repair.   
  
LANDSCAPE AND GROUNDS    
 

THE GREEN SHEET FROM CAMDEN PARK LANDSCAPING    JUNE-JULY  2009 
 
Note:  Plant growth is almost out of control due to all the rain we have had this year 
 
Pruning: 
It usually takes about two months to prune both East and West Camden.  Please be patient. 
Our contract with Valley Crest is for “light” pruning.  Heavy pruning that radically changes the shapes 
of bushes is not part of the maintenance contract. Valley Crest will be happy to do “heavy pruning” at 
your direction, but you will be billed for the additional service. 
 
Garden beds: 
All weeding and maintenance is the responsibility of the homeowner.  Adding PREEN to weeded areas 
helps to prevent future growth of most weeds from seeds. 
 
Area between houses:   
These areas are not common areas belonging to Camden Park; they belong to the adjacent 
homeowners.  Other than grass cutting and light pruning it is up to you weed, kill poison ivy and 
maintain these areas.  Please do a “walk about” to check these areas. 
 
Security concerns:  
Please be sure to make arrangements to have someone keep your garden beds weeded and maintained 
while you are away.  A sure sign for would-be burglars (that the house is vacant) is one that has messy 
unweeded garden beds.  Don’t forget to cancel paper delivery as well. 
 
Garden waste pick up:   
Garden waste pick up is on the first and third Wednesday of each month, so please mark your 
calendars now.  Make certain that your garden stuff is put out by 9 AM and please…no plastic bags. 
 
Fire ants:   
Fire ant control is the responsibility of the homeowner.  Many people have used  
Ray Norton (919 971 0745) and they appear to be satisfied with his control program. 
      
Additional suggestions - 

• Gutters or stone edging along the foundation slab will prevent run-off from very heavy 
rain 

• If you have a sprinkler system the sprinkler heads can be damaged by the lawn mowers.  
Please mark the locations of your sprinkler heads along the sidewalks by painting very 
small dots on the sidewalk and curbs. 

• Do not be a POP-OUT!  Contact your landscaping committee if you have any questions-
please do not speak directly to the crews. 

 
Marcia Gest 

 
Editors:        Barbara & Jim Terry   


