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WELCOME NEW CAMDEN NEIGHBORS   
A warm elcome to our newest residents in Camden Park.  w       

Bobbi Marks    9 West Madison  Cell 360-0666   
 

 *New residents please note:  The FHA Directory on the FHA website may not be complete for you.  
Contact the FHA Office at 542-1603 to make additions or changes to the online and print Directories. 

 
 
 

WELCOME BOOK UPDATE FOR 2011 
 

Instructions for Additions 
 

Spring is just around the corner and along with spring cleaning duties you are receiving your 
Welcome Book Updates.  Please replace the old items with the updates for 2011 on the pages 
indicated.   
 
• We are not going to update the introduction letter this year because there is no new information 

to add to it. 
 
• You have a new listing with your Board contacts to replace last year’s list on page 1. 
 
• You have the 2011 Budget to replace the 2010 Budget on page 2. 
 
• You have the 2011 Assessment update to replace the 2010 figures on page 4. 
 
• Please be aware that we no longer have a WEBSITE for Camden Park.  When a decision is made 

about a Camden Park website we will replace page 12. 
 
• At the back of the Welcome Book replace the LANDSCAPING GENERAL INFORMATION 

page - Appendix D.  This includes the day of Christmas tree pick up and repair advice for 
Sprinkler Systems. 

 
• Turn the page to replace Appendix D-1 which now includes Kurt Muller's mailing address. 
 
• Please note that while the dates are 2010, Appendix D-2 & D-3 schedules will remain the same for 

2011, always subject to the weather. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
The trees are budding, you are receiving new 2011 Welcome Book inserts, and a survey of 
asphalt needs for this year is planned for March 11th.  Spring must be here. 
 
A recent new association between the parent company of HRW and Valley Crest, our 
landscapers, has resulted in Camden Park receiving a 6% yearly rebate or over $12,000 on 
our annual contract which can be spent on materials and/or services. This will be put to 
good use in the coming months. 
 
The Director's Handbook was passed out at our February Meeting.  Research is currently 
being undertaken on our proposed Resident Survey and on alternatives in electronic 
communications.  Although the original Camden Park website failed to generate enough 
interest to warrant its continuance, this may come back in a different form. 
 
Over the past several years, I have written about the need for volunteers in Camden Park 
to step up to serve on the Board and its committees.  For various reasons, the Board is now 
at 6 instead of 7 members and has had to have HRW, at $50 per meeting, to take our 
minutes. 
 
Per the By-Laws, the Board can only conduct business for 5 more months with less than 7 
members.  There are several alternatives: 

 
1. Recruit a 7th director qualified to be Secretary or the director could be an 

at-large director, i.e., director of communications and we continue to use 
HRW to do the minutes. 

 
2. Have a special Resident's meeting to change the By-Laws to have 5 directors 

on the Board instead of 7. Odd numbers are preferable to even numbers in 
case of tie votes. 

  
3. Have the Board disband and turn all duties over to HRW.  This would 

require a major up-charge in our current fees to HRW which would be 
negotiated at the Board's final meeting this June. 

 
The seriousness of this matter also is reflected in our needs for 2012. The offices of 
President, Architectural Chairperson and Landscaping Chairperson will have to be filled if 
HRW doesn't take over. The Nominating Committee, under Anne Henkels, has been busy 
talking with neighbors but there are not long lines of job seekers outside her door.  We'll 
see how the next few months unfold. Residents will be given adequate notice if a special 
meeting is necessary. Any input from residents to solve these problems will be appreciated. 
 
        Don Hall 

 
CAMDEN PARK BOARD MINUTES 
 
Keli Autry will email monthly minutes upon request to kautry@hrw.net .  Those who are already 
receiving them will continue to do so.

mailto:kautry@hrw.net


 
ARCHITECTURAL AND COVENANT COMPLIANCE 
 
Some early birds have gotten a march on the rest of us and have had their projects approved. 
Kudos to them. 
 
Some "put things off" people have yet to comply with the maintenance issues of last year. No kudos 
here. 
 
The rest of us should take a long hard look at the exterior of our homes and schedule any 
maintenance. Items can include: 
 

• mildew/mold on the exterior, especially the north side 
• dirty terrace walls and wall tops - the outside of the wall counts 
• dirty chimneys and chimney shoulders 
• fences needing washing and/or painting  
• entries needing sprucing up. 

 
Since many of us come and go from the backs of our homes, we seldom see the fronts. Those of us 
who walk see the fronts, and some grumble about appearances. 
  
Walk through the park and look at the things in bloom. There are several 'sweet-breath-of-spring' 
shrubs in bloom at the top of the park. They are the springtime smell of my childhood. It is lonicera 
fragrantissima, also known as winter honeysuckle. 
 

     Anne Henkels, Chairman,  
Architectural Review & Covenant Concerns Committee 
542-2164, henkelsmail@yahoo.com   

 
 
LANDSCAPING MGMT. & REVIEW  
 
I was pleased that eighty percent of the Prune-Mulch forms were returned.  I thought that number 
was good.  You always wish that everyone would return them as we learn a great deal, not only 
from the numbers, but the comments both good and not so good.  Thank you for sending them in. 
 
Spring Pruning will start in April.  Relative to the forms you returned (above), some of you wished 
certain shrubs not pruned:  i.e., certain shrubs on the south side of a garage.  With 233 houses that 
is tough.  Therefore, we will institute a Red Ribbon Program.  I (or a member of the Grounds 
Committee) will call those who had special pruning requests.  We will review your request with you 
and give you a section of Red Ribbon to be attached to those plants.  Those of you who did not 
mention any special request please email me and someone will contact you.  Please use only the red 
ribbon we give to you.  I am sure that this will help solve past problems. 
 
To find the Camden Park Bulletin Board in the Mail Kiosk: 
Enter the Kiosk, turn left and the Camden Park Board is the last board on the left.  All Camden 
Park information will be there and on no other Board. 
 

Kurt Muller, Chairman 
       Landscaping Mgt. & Review  
 

mailto:henkelsmail@yahoo.com


FROM VALLEYCREST 
 

Throughout the winter, we have been cutting back grasses in phases or ‘sections’ to maximize our 
efficiency as we move through the property. There are 4 more weeks of cutting back to be done 
throughout East and West Camden.  Also, our spring pruning initiative will begin near the end of 
April. 
 
A few homeowners have accepted the rejuvenation pruning and that has been a success. Many 
shrubs were cut back to provide better views, reduce maintenance for the homeowners and allow 
access to side yards, entrances and garages. The pruning not only provided these benefits to the 
homeowner, it will also give an old plant a new lease on life and allow sunlight to reach the inner 
parts of the plant. 
 
We have completed the first round of fertilizer with the pre-emergent herbicide mixed in. This will 
create a barrier at ground level that will prevent weeds from growing up through the turf. Also, we 
will be spraying any existing weeds in the turf the first part of March or so. These services in 
combination with each other will kick-start the turf for a quick green–up as we go into the spring. 
Another round of fertilizer will be applied in April to keep the turf green going into the summer. 
 
Mulching will begin in April this year. This service will take approximately two weeks to complete. 
As with last year, mulch will not be placed so that it touches siding, foundations or air conditioner 
units.  
 

Adam Boyette 
Account Manager 
ValleyCrest Landscape Maintenance 

 
 
 
 
DID YOU KNOW that we have five acres in open space?  So everyone’s $20 per week also takes 
care of this as well as the private yards. 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
Brunch time is our favorite time in Camden Park, so mark your calendar for the spring brunch on 
May14, at Caldwell Square Gazebo with a rain date of May 15th. Tasty food, good drinks and 
visiting with your old and new Camden neighbors. More information as we get closer to the date. 
 

Social Committee  
Arleen DeLuca  
Jeanne McNeill  
June Kunsman  
Eileen Linz  

Penny Thompson, Chairman  
 
 
 
 



SPECIAL REPORT:  LAW DAY SEMINAR 
 
On February 26, Don Hall and I attended a "Law Day" seminar sponsored by the North Carolina 
chapter of the Community Associations Institute.  The lecturers were mostly lawyers from firms 
that have practices advising Home Owners Associations, condominiums and in some instances, 
developers.  Attendees were folks on HOA and condo boards, those who work for management 
companies for community associations, and interested homeowners including our own Lisa 
Stewart.  Fearrington was well represented with attendees from FHA, the various existing and 
nascent service groups, our HRW management company and at least one other management firm 
with a Fearrington client. 
  
The good news from the day's learning is that much of the agenda, though interesting, was not 
particularly relevant to Camden Park and, I suspect, other parts of Fearrington -- namely, 
assessment collection, levying fines, getting and enforcing liens by foreclosure and other means, and 
what to do when the Developer goes bust.  Good stuff to know about, but fortunately rare events 
among us.  The basic advice -- work to cure any offense with the member homeowner, bend over 
backwards, don't be stupid -- sounds like what your mother and father told you, but unfortunately 
not always remembered. 
  
Which leads to the bad, or at least not-so-good, news: potential legislation is brewing in the 
Legislature that would change provisions of the Community Improvement Act, the parallel condo 
act, and other laws governing HOAs and condos.  Last year the lower house had a bipartisan 
committee ("house select committee" or HSC) that went around the state inquiring into HOA and 
condo operations -- in particular, complaints about boards who had forgotten parental advice.  The 
report's findings have been translated into pending legislation (see later).  In the view of the 
practitioners, much in the pending legislation is about fixing problems that are not pervasive and 
create transactional burden and thus costs to sales and to the ongoing operations by HOAs and 
condos.  Ironically, of course, the legislation no doubt would lead to these practitioners further full 
employment.  The pending legislation likely deserves further probing by FHA and the service 
groups.   Below are some websites provided in the material from the seminar at which more 
information can be found.  I suggest typing into Google the website addresses to find them.   
  
Additional information on the HSC's activities can be found at 
www.ncleg.net/gascripts/DocumentSites/browseDocSite.asp?nID=63  
  
The full HSC report can be found at the CAI-NC website at www.cai-nc.org/Legislative-
Documents~160059~10363.htm
  
The pending legislation is House Bill 162.  In addition, a provision in another bill (House Bill 183) 
would remove foreclosure as a remedy to collect missed assessments. 
  
Of course, what's burdensome and what's needed remedial action is in the eye of the beholder.  On 
first impression, some of what was outlined to us sounded ok to me, some sounded rather 
burdensome (but not necessarily to CPI), and some fell into the "why bother" category.  But I 
confess to be a novice in this area, and because many eyes are usually better than just one pair, I 
encourage any frustrated public policy analysts among our readers to dig in. 
 

David Lindeman, Treasurer 
david_lindeman@msn.com 
2 Macon Street, Fearrington Village 
4002 Fearrington Post 
Pittsboro, NC 27312 

 
Editors:  Barbara & Jim Terry 

http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/DocumentSites/browseDocSite.asp?nID=63
http://www.cai-nc.org/Legislative-Documents~160059~10363.htm
http://www.cai-nc.org/Legislative-Documents~160059~10363.htm
mailto:david_lindeman@msn.com
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