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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT REGARDING OUTDOOR STATUARY   
 

It is the intention of the surviving members of the Camden Park Board to remain above the 
sometimes bitter discourse concerning statuary within our community these past several weeks.  
The members of the Board are your neighbors.  We are not arrogant nor have we developed a "sense 
of autocracy or lack of respect for anything or anyone that challenges our work” (re: 3/27/08 
petition).  We have acknowledged to you that we have made mistakes and have sought to correct 
hem. t

 
Meanwhile, we have been shadowed at Board meetings with note takers, including via lap top 
computer.  We have even had our legitimacy questioned after a search of the recorded deeds at the 
Chatham County Courthouse.  Rather than pointing out a discrepancy according to the by-laws, we 
were all subjected to a legal letter demanding we hold another election for both the President and 
Vice-President.  This demand in itself is a violation of the by-laws.  The result of this incendiary 
action has led to the resignation of 3 Board Members and could have led to the total dissolution of 
the Camden Park Board.  Fortunately, I believe the Board members now remaining can and will 
carry on in the long tradition of service to Camden Park, regardless of the disrespect of their 
rivacy.   p

 
The rules are clear - the Board has a responsibility to enforce the covenants.  The home owners 
have a responsibility to change them if desired.  The Board cannot.  It is the Board's intention to 
put the responsibility for change where it belongs. 
 
Many residents have signed a petition indicating they feel a resolution to the issue of statuary can be 
reached that is in the true spirit of the community in which we live.  We also have an ex-Board 
member who is in favor of a campaign for a win-win situation.  It seems to me that these residents 
have the nucleus formed to possibly generate a 75% affirmative petition to change the covenants.    
The Board will be cooperative in this process, but it is one we will not lead.  We must tend to our 
responsibilities--the members of the community must tend to theirs. 
 
One final note, at the same time several residents hired a lawyer to challenge my election, I was 
meeting with a former FHA president and two concerned residents about putting forth some sort of 
compromise regarding covenant change.  At this meeting, I spoke for the Board indicating that we 
wanted to put this issue behind us.  What you may not know is that no one from a core group that 
opposes the Board would come to discuss this, in spite of repeated calls by the ex-president who 
ought only to mediate, and who indicated his willingness to do so to these residents.  s

 
The Board is now ready to move forward.  To put this matter to rest, I introduced the following 2 

otions at our April 17th meeting, which were passed unanimously: m
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
MOTION 1 
 

I move to set aside the March 13, 2008 Board motion regarding statuary, and table Covenant 
compliance efforts for the following reasons: 
 
1. The motion incorrectly included the April 27, 2007 letter in addition to the August 21, 2007 

letter. 
 
2. There are many pressing responsibilities the Board must be involved in, such as major asphalt 

repair and coating work starting soon, other Covenant concerns unrelated to statuary, a rain 
barrel policy, landscaping work, etc. 

 
3. Many residents have already moved pieces of art to their courtyards; we thank them for their 

efforts and encourage continued voluntary compliance. 
  
MOTION 2 
 

I move that the Board encourage any group that would like to develop a consensus proposal to do 
o for submission to the Board in early October, with the request that the proposal: s

 
1. Either complies with the current Covenant prohibiting approval of statuary, or effect Covenant 

change by resident vote. 
 
2. Be as specific as possible regarding reasonable and fair written rules and regulations that all 

can support, and how they could be effectively and sensitively administered. 
 
3. Locate, if possible, examples in other homeowner associations where rules and regulations for 

outdoor art work well, so we can learn from them. 
 
4. Incorporate the above points so that the proposal could be one of those put before all residents 

prior to, and at, the November Annual Meeting. 
    

The rest of this Newsletter covers many important projects the Board has underway.  I have been 
most impressed with their professionalism.  I hope the results of these efforts will be evident to you.  
Thank you for your support.    
 
 
       Don Hall, President 

 
 
 



WELCOME NEW CAMDEN NEIGHBORS   

A warm welcome to our newest homeowners in Camden Park.  
 

Gordon and Lisa Stewart     35 W Madison  545-0606 

 *New residents please note:  The FHA Directory on the FHA website may not be complete for you.   
  Contact the FHA Office at 542-1603 to make additions or changes to the online and print Directories.  

 
     
CAMDEN PARK SPRING BRUNCH 
 
 

AT CALDWELL SQUARE GAZEBO 
Saturday, May 17th   11:30 AM -  (Rain Date May 18th 11:30 AM) 

  Pay $5 each at the event. 
Brunch offerings:  stratas, breakfast breads, fruit salad, coffee (reg & decaf), OJ, mimosas and hot water for tea 

Please bring: a lawn chair and your own tea bag. 
Questions: Call Sue Clark 545-0864 

JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORS – ENJOY THE COMMUNITY! 
 
 

The Social Committee for 2008 includes Sue Clark, Chairman, Sandy Gapin and Nancy Skurnick. 
  
LANDSCAPE AND GROUNDS     
 
SPRING IS HERE, SUMMER IS NEAR! 
Owners and residents are responsible for arranging for yard maintenance during long absences.  This is particularly 
important during the summer “weed growing” months.  If you are planning to be gone for an extended period of time, 
please plan for the care of your yard. Your neighbors say "Thank you"! 
 
Valley Crest's schedule for April, May and June, 2008:  
1. Application of 2nd pre-emergence and broadleaf weed control in all grass areas  
2. Mowing, blowing, edging curbs and sidewalks (every week) and edging beds (every other week)  
3. Weeding of beds (common areas only)   
NOTE: Residents are responsible for weed control in their planted areas. Courtyard landscaping and maintenance are the 
responsibility of individual homeowners. 
  
About water restrictions for Camden Park:  Residents are limited to using their irrigation systems on Tuesday and 
Saturday with an allotment of one inch per week.  No other limitations appear to be in place at this time.  It is 
recommended that residents set irrigation timers to water early in the morning well before sunrise.   This is especially 
important for West Camden residents as Tuesday is usually a mowing day.  
 
To reduce damage to your irrigation system by Valley Crest, label the location of the sprinkler heads in the grass areas 
by painting a small white or black dot (quarter sized) on the pavement along the walkways and curb areas next to the 
sprinkler heads. 
Tim Greene of Valley Crest 919-201-6291 or tgreen@valleycrest.com will make any necessary repairs.  Please call him 
directly as he usually has the necessary parts on his truck.  Please notify him as soon as the damage is identified.  
 
Garden Waste Pickup:   The first and third Wednesday  
 
Suggested gardening reference:  North Carolina Gardener’s Guide by Toby Bost  
 
Approval by the Camden Park, Inc. Board of Directors is required to make landscaping changes, particularly those that 
impact close neighbors.  For information and applications contact the Landscape Committee Chair, Marcia Gest, 545-
0783 or William Jordache of HRW, the management firm, at 919-469-8661 or wjordache@hrw.net
 
As Pat Donaldson’s replacement on the Board as Landscape and Grounds Chairperson, I have a hard act to follow, but I 
will do my best as long as you do not use Latin botanical names! 
 

Marcia Gest, Landscape and Grounds Chairman 
 

mailto:wjordache@hrw.net


 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 
 
Pressure Washing 
 
Corrected Information: A & J Pressure Wash (919-477-4806) does not use recycled water but does use well water when 
there are county restrictions and the homeowner's water when there are not. A $25 discount is available from A & J if at 
least two neighbors schedule their cleanings at the same time. 
 
Another Pressure Washing firm: Hot Wash Pressure Cleaning (919-967-2161)  
The above resources are included for your convenience and are not intended as an endorsement.  Please check references 
for yourself. 
 
Reminder – Please Note 
 
Review by the Architectural Review and Covenant Concerns Committee and approval by the Camden Park, Inc. Board is 
required for the addition of solar panels or satellite dishes. 
 
Please complete the Request for Architectural Approval Form which is available from the Committee Chair, Shirley 
Sennhauser, 545-0511. 
  
Rain Water Collection  
This is an important way of accumulating water to use on your plants.  If a container other than a rain barrel is used please 
transfer the collection container to your garage or courtyard after a rainfall to prevent mosquito breeding. 
 
Rain Barrel Guidelines and Application for Approval Form 
 
See the guidelines and the approval form for rain barrels on the last pages of this newsletter.  These forms may be 
obtained from the Architectural Review and Covenant Concerns Committee Chairman, Shirley Sennhauser, 545-0511. 
 
 
 
STREETS, FACILITIES & UTILITIES  
 
Please Note:  Asphalt sealing for Camden Park will take place May 9 – 21.  
  

Access to your street or row may be blocked!  
  

Refer to the specific schedule posted in the mail kiosk for each street and row. 
 
Trimming vegetation back from asphalt for sealing of Rows: 
Garden flowers and other small plant maintenance is traditionally the responsibility of each homeowner. To allow more 
complete sealing coverage, Valley Crest will trim Row ground cover and other low encroaching plant growth back before 
sealing begins.  Any residents wishing to do this themselves should finish before Monday, May 5. 
        
NOTE:  The area between the street and sidewalk in Camden Park is the common property of the Camden Park 
Homeowners Association and is owned by all the residents of Camden Park.  The approval of the Camden Park, Inc. 
Board of Directors is required for stepping stones, sidewalks, steps or planting beds to be placed in these areas.   
 
 
HELP WANTED 
 
The Camden Park Board is seeking candidates for the offices of Vice President and Secretary to fill the terms ending 
12/21/2008.  The Vice President is also chairman of the Streets, Facilities & Utilities Committee. Interested applicants 
should contact Sue Clark at 545-0864.  
 
 
  
  

Editors:        Barbara & Jim Terry    



 RAIN BARREL USE IN CAMDEN PARK  
 

Rain barrels are used to collect roof water from a gutter downspout for watering gardens, washing 
items, etc.  Water collection can be especially useful during a drought. 
 

Architectural considerations for approval: 
♦ Barrel impact on property appearance depends on its location, color, size, shape, and material 

used. 
♦ Any barrel to be located outside the courtyard needs review and approval from the Architectural 

Review and Covenant Concerns Committee (“Architectural Committee”) before installation.  Those 
placed in courtyards do not need review, though residents are encouraged to follow the guidelines 
below for health and safety reasons. 

♦ Pre-existing outside-the-courtyard barrels should also go through the approval process. 
♦ Barrel color should be dark green, brown, or black and not readily visible. Note: the color of plastic 

barrels may be changed by painting with products such as Fusion by KRYLON or Plastic Paint by 
VALSPAR. 

♦ Barrels must be constructed specifically to hold rainwater.  Barrels made for holding other types of 
liquids or materials or gray water collection will not be approved.  

 
General guidelines: 
♦ Barrels should be properly installed and looked after to maintain their appearance and usefulness, 

and to avoid potential hazards.  
♦ Do-It-Yourself plans for constructing and installing a rain barrel list the material and tools needed 

for the project. Directions are easy to follow and require relatively basic tool handling skills.    
♦ Residents who do not have the necessary tools and skills are encouraged to use a commercially 

made rain barrel and to consider professional installation.  
♦ Properly installed barrels have the following characteristics: 

a. Located on a stable footing to prevent tipping (as full rain barrels may weigh 500+lbs).  
b. A spigot to drain off water for re-use.  
c. A method to allow for water to be diverted safely when the barrel is full, such as a diverter 

or overflow valve.  
d. No leaks.  
e. A sealed but removable child-resistant lid. These lids also keep out pets and potential pests 

(e.g., squirrels, mice), and provide access for cleaning.  
f. A lid with fine mesh screening to trap particles and reduce the risk of mosquito 

breeding. Mosquito control may also be accomplished by adding a biological larvicide (e.g., 
Mosquito Dunks, Mosquito Donuts) to the barrel.  

g. A label stating that collected water is not to be used for drinking.  
h. Methods to control algae growth as needed.  

  
Some general information about installation and maintenance of rain barrels can be found at: 
http://www.mwrd.org/mo/barrel/installation_maintenance.htm.  We hope this is helpful information for 
anyone considering a rain barrel. 

 
A request for approval may be initiated by completing a Camden Park Application for 
Approval to Install a Rain Barrel and forwarding it to the Chair of the Architectural Review and 
Covenant Concerns Committee. 

 
Disclaimer:  With proper installation, maintenance and use, a rain barrel should function properly.  
Camden Park, Inc. and its Board of Directors assumes no liability for the installation, maintenance, or 
use of your rain barrel. The Board is not responsible for any rain barrel malfunction, damage to your 
or neighbors’ property, or any injury associated with your rain barrel, its accessories, or contents. 
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Camden Park Application for Approval to Install a Rain Barrel 
 

 
Name of Resident: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Property Owner: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Lot Number: ______________    Phone: ___________________ 
 
Date of Application: _______________ 
 
Proposed location for the rain barrel: _________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Description of footing: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Brand/material/size/color of rain barrel: _______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please include a sketch of the location and a picture of the rain barrel. 
 
Forward this application to: 
Chairman, Architectural Review and Covenant Concerns Committee 
 
 
Received date/initials: ________________ 
 
Approved date/initials: ________________ 
  
Denied date/initials and reason(s): ____________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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