
VILLAGE PEDESTRIANS AND MOTORISTS 
Summary of North Carolina Motor Vehicle Laws 
  
We continue to receive periodic reports--and some documentation--of serious close encounters involving 
pedestrians and vehicles, especially on (but not limited to) Creekwood, Weathersfield, Millcroft Road, and the 
portion of Beechmast between its upper and lower intersections with Village Way.  
 
For some important safety and legal perspective on such dangerous blending of pedestrians and motorists, 
see pages 6 and 7 of the "FHA Report on Roads and Road Safety Issues in Fearrington Village." 
 
Whenever possible, walkers should use the extensive network of paths and trails in the village rather than walk 
along or on the roads; however, since the trails and paths are designed for nature walks in woods, green 
spaces, and close to streams and ponds, and many village streets have no sidewalk for pedestrians, walkers 
headed to other destinations often must walk along the sides of roads and streets for at least a portion of their 
walk. 

 
Drivers: You need to realize that pedestrians along our village roads often have no other walking 
option to get to their intended destination and sometimes need to walk along a road to reach an 
entrance to a trail or path. Drivers and pedestrians need to understand their sometimes-forced 
partnership and both drivers and walkers need to exercise unusual caution. Drivers are required 
to STOP for any pedestrian who is in a marked crosswalk while crossing the roadway. 
 

Pedestrians: North Carolina state law requires that when walking on any state roadway, you 
must walk on the left side, facing on-coming traffic and as far off the roadway as possible. If you 
are approaching the crest of a steep hill or a blind curve to the left, and you cannot be seen by 
oncoming traffic (a common experience on Spindlewood), you may be safer walking briefly on 
the right until you can see oncoming traffic again and then carefully return to walk on the left 
when it is safe to do so.  
 
Note that you also required to carefully step off the roadway when a vehicle approaches and 

drivers are required to SLOW DOWN and give walkers a break—here in this village, the ground on the side of 
these roadways is often rough and uneven and can be unsafe surfaces on which to walk.  
 
Drivers and pedestrians alike need to remember that too many vehicles drive these sections of roadway at 
speeds more than 40mph (15+ mph over the speed limit). Pedestrians hit at 40 mph have an 85% chance of 
dying. The safe driver yields the right of way to a pedestrian whether the pedestrian is entitled to it or 
not. 


