
 
Protect Yourself: 

How to Treat Fire Ants  
On Your Property 

This summary information is provided by the Camden Park  
Landscaping Committee. For more in-depth information, 
please see the Resources section on the back of this flyer. 

Just as the favorable climate might have drawn you to relocate to North Carolina, our warm weather also attracts less 
favorable residents, including the red imported fire ant, solenopsis invicta. These pests are dangerous to people and 
pets alike because of their aggressive nature and stinging.  Some people may be highly allergic to the stings. 
 
Fire ants infect most of North Carolina from the Piedmont to the coast. Mounds have been discovered in most areas of 

the Camdens. While fire ants cannot be eradicated,  they can be controlled.  

As residents of Camden Park, the Camden Park Board of Directors is responsible for treating fire ants on common  

areas: In Camden, Caldwell, and Yancey Squares and Scotland Yard and in the areas between the street and sidewalk. 

As a homeowner, it is your responsibility to treat fire ants in your grass and planting beds. 

What Do Fire Ant Mounds Look Like? 

Mounds vary in size from small nests on the side of your 

sidewalk to as large as 2 feet in diameter. In our clay soil, 

mounds are usually symmetrical and domed shape. You 

probably won’t see an opening in the top of the dome. 

Don’t get too close to a mound. Do not touch it with 

your hands or prod it with a short stick. Don’t let your 

dogs sniff or urinate on a mound. Red fire ants are red-

dish to dark brown and vary in size. They are not the 

same as the southern or California fire ant. Fire ant mounds vary in size, but they are usually symmetrical 
and dome shaped. You won’t see a hole in the top of the 
mound, as you would with a harmless field ant mound. 

Where Do I Look For Fire Ant Mounts In My Yard? 

Fire ants like to build their mounds near the edges of sidewalks and driveways and around shrubs, in-ground drains, 

and rocks. However, they sometimes build in the middle of grassy areas. 

Once a week, walk all around your house, including the area between your house and your neighbors’. Check around 

your driveway. If you live near a row turn-around spur, check that too. Mounds are more likely to appear after a rain. 

Wear long pants and closed shoes and leave your pets, children, and grandchildren inside. 

https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/red-imported-fire-ant-in-north-carolina


How Do I Treat a Fire Ant Mound in My Yard? 

You can treat fire ants yourself using an organic, biode-

gradable method, or you can call a professional extermina-

tor. Understand that a pest control company will use 

chemicals to kill the ants.  

A fire ant mound houses one queen and hundreds to thou-

sands of her brood. You’ll need to kill the queen to kill the 

colony.  

An effective organic alternative to controlling fire ants is 

orange oil. Debbie Roos, an NCSU Agricultural Extension 

Agent in Chatham County, uses a drench of diluted  

orange oil. You can buy Medina Orange Oil online or at 

Country Farms and Home in Pittsboro. We don’t recom-

mend any particular brand of orange oil or any particular 

retailer. Just be sure the orange oil you buy is a concen-

trate. 

Fire ants are reddish to dark brown in color. The average 
size is 1/8 to 1/4 of an inch long. The queen may be 1/3 of 
an inch long.  Some ants are winged “swarmers” and others 
are wingless workers. Photo courtesy of NC State Extension 
Office, Chatham County. 

Resources 

North Carolina State Agricultural Extension: https://entomology.ces.ncsu.edu/red-imported-fire-ant/ 

Chatham County Extension Office: https://chatham.ces.ncsu.edu/fire-ant-resources/ 

NC State Extension, Controlling Fire Ants in Your Yard: https://homegrown.extension.ncsu.edu/2019/07/controlling-

fire-ants-in-your-yard/ 

UNC Health Talk, Taking the Sting Out of Insect Bites: https://healthtalk.unchealthcare.org/taking-the-sting-out-of-

insect-sting-allergies/ 

Web.MD, What Do I Do If I Get Stung By a Fire Ant? https://www.webmd.com/allergies/fire-ant-stings 

 

For more information on fire ants in Camden Park, contact Larry Newlin at lwnewlin@gmail.com 
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Mix 4 ounces of orange oil with a gallon of water in a pail. Wearing long pants, closed shoes, and gloves, take a long 

broom handle and poke several holes into the mound. Then drench the entire mound, making sure to fill the holes. 

Reapply in a week. 

If you use a chemical product that you buy at a garden center or big-box store, please read the label carefully and 

keep your children, grandchildren, and pets away from the area.  
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